
Portugal’s Five cards 
becomes one 

Portugal adds fingerprint information on new 
ID card with Precise Biometrics’ technology

Portugal is replacing five identity cards with one citizen 
card. The card contains the card holder’s fingerprint  
information, and with Precise Match-on-Card™ 
technology, the Portuguese government has opened up 
for a wide usage of their new citizen card in the future. 

The challenge

Portugal has five different identity cards 
for several different purposes. In addition 
to the traditional ID card there are 
different cards for voting, healthcare, 
paying taxes, and social security. 

The Portuguese authorities want to 
simplify the use of the citizen cards by 
replacing all five cards with one card. By 
adding fingerprint information on the card, 
the authorities achieve higher security, 
making sure that a person really is who he 
or she claims to be, without giving up the 
citizens’ personal integrity.

The challenge was to develop a secure 
smart card solution with fingerprint 
information, without giving up personal 
integrity.

how IT works

With the new citizen card, the Portuguese 
government has opened up the possibility 
for citizens to identify themselves with 
fingerprints when using government 
services. 

Precise Match-on-CardTM technology is 
used to protect the personal integrity of the 
citizen since the fingerprint is stored and 
matched in the card. There is no possible 
way to extract the fingerprint information 
from the card in order to recreate it.

resulT

The Portuguese citizen card is being rolled 
out over a 7 year-period starting 2007. 

In the first phase the cards were rolled out 
on the Azores with success. The roll out has 
started in more rural areas, and will move 
on to more populated areas, finishing with 
Lissabon and Porto. When fully deployed, 
the whole population will possess a citizen 
card. 

FuTure

With the new citizen card, equipped with 
Precise Match-on-CardTM, the Portuguese 
government has opened up for fingerprint 
identification at both government and 
non-government level. 

In the future, the Portuguese citizens will 
be able to use their fingerprint for 
identification not only when being in contact 
with authorities. 

Since the matching of the fingerprint 
takes place in the tamperproof environment 
of the card, not in a central database or a 
reader, the Precise Match-on-CardTM 
technology also makes it possible to extend 
the card to commercial use, such as stores 
checking the age of alcohol buyers, or car 
rental services needing to identify 
customers.

”Precise  
Match-on-CardTM 

technology is used 
to protect the 

personal integrity of 
the citizen since the 
fingerprint is stored 
and matched in the 

card. ”



securITy 
aDvanTage

”We saw a need for 
a high security ID 
document for our 
government services 
and this new card 
enables electronical 
signatures and e-

Government services for our citizens. And 
the biometrics is another step towards secure 
transactions.”, says André Vasconcelos. 

He works for the Portuguese government 
agency AMA, the agency in charge of 
specifying and rolling out the new 
Portuguese ID card – the Citizen Card.  

new usage areas

Today the citizens use their fingerprints 
when collecting their new cards and in 
situations where they need to verify that 
they are the true owner of the card, but we 
will probably see new usage areas for the 
card.

”We are planning to expand the application 
areas in the future and are also currently 
pushing for extended use of the card.”

Proven Technology

Precise Biometrics was chosen as a supplier 
for the Match-on-Card technology due to 
the company’s reliable technology.

”In a large implementation such as a 
national ID card, it is important that the 
Match-on-Card technology is proven in real 
life. Precise Biometrics was a supplier that 
offered such a trusted and well-proven 
Match-on-Card technology.” 

Immense  InTeresT 

AMA is planning on issuing the new card to all 
of the country’s 10 million citizens within 4-5 
years. Since August 2008, the new card is 
available all over the country and André 
Vasconcelos is pleased with the roll-out so far.

”It has worked well, and fast. The support 
from Precise Biometrics has been valuable. 
The interest from the public is immense and 
we have currently had to establish additional 
issuance sites, especially in the big cities.” 

  

what is...
BIomeTrIcs

Biometrics is the process of defining 
or verifying an individual’s identity 

through certain physical or behavioral 
characteristics. The most common form 
is identification through fingerprints, 

but there are other biometric recognition 
methods which uses palm, voice, face or 

iris.

PrecIse BIomeTrIcs
Precise Biometrics is an innovative 

Swedish company with global presence, 
offering technology and expertise for 
fingerprint recognition that enables 

easy, secure, and accurate authentication 
of a person. 

“…it is important that the match-on-
card technology is proven in real life”

www.precisebiometrics.com

André Vasconcelos - Director of ICT Department, AMA

Since 2008, the new Portuguese biometric Citizen Card is 
available in the country’s all regions. The interest from the 
public is immense and AMA – the responsible agency - has 
had to establish new issuance sites in big cities. 


